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Under unanimous consenht, T include
the editorial at this point:
R.F.K. Uses THE LINCOLN PLOY

We have seen the trick used over and
over and over again, until we are so annoyed
with misrepresentation that we can’t let 1t
pass any longer, unimportant though the de-
tail may be.

We mean the persistent practice of folks
rajsing some form of fuss about the Vietnam,
war, claiming the ‘“precedent” of Abraham
Lincoln and his farmous speech in criticism
of the Mexican War,

Bospy KENNEDY is the latest to do so. His
recent speech that caused a bit of fuss led
off with 2 pages of apologla on the virtues of
dissent even in time of war and again clted
Lincoln’s alleged example, rapping the Polk
administration In the “war of 1848.”

But there wasn’t any war in 1848,

It was over.

The Mexicans had been beaten on every
field. Our troops were occupying Mexico
City. A new election started the year 1848
with a new Mexlican ““peace president” and
peace negotiations began at once.

We were already completely and totally vic-
torious in that war before Lincoln rose to
criticize In a speech that couldn’t possibly
affect American forces in the field or the
character of the Mexican resistance and could
only have been aimed at demanding a fair
and reasonable peace treaty for the defeated
Mexican nation.

The fact of history is that Lincoln held
his tongue throughout the period of actual
fighting and walted until our arms were not
affected before he made his criticism.

And that’s the precedent that has been re-
peated and falsely clted as justifying remarks
being made today in the midst of battle at a
time when they have been welcomed as en-
couragement by the enemy in the fleld.

If anyone were really, honestly, concerned
to follow Lincoln's example they would, in
fact, keep their mouths shut Iin these cir-
cumstances. He did,

Yet they have either the nerve, or the un-
scrupulous trickery, or the historical stupld-
ity to actually claim “Lincoln’s action” as
an excuse for their own.

It’s irritating, but we admit, beside the
point.

There is not any gquestion at all about the
right to find fault in war as in peace. You
can verbally attack the United States even
though 1t does encourage the enemy in the
midst of bitter fighting.

And, then, in turn you can also be at-
tacked for your position on the matter—by
the same principle, and right, and guaran-
teed freedom.

Your responsibility then is to defend your
position—not holler “foul”—or clte a phony
“example” in Lincoln,

We haven't heard anybody deny the fach
that Ho Chi Minh has been encouraged by
the seeming confusion, uncertalnty, and
fears thus expressed in the United States, to
the point that he has publicly given thanks

for them, and has cited them as evidence .
that the Vietcong should keep on fighting -

and refusing to negotiate.

No. They just want to howl—“But we have
a right to speak up.”

Sure, you do. That's beslde the point.
The question s not if you have such a right,
but are you doing the right thing when you
make use of it to give ald and encourage-
ment to the enemy and to prolong the war
in which Americans are fighting and dying
at the behest of their country as required
of them by those legally elected to make
such declsions?

And you surely don’t have a right to snug-

gle up to Lincoln—he plainly did not think

such conduct was right.

Vast Majority y I\)
EXTENSION OF REMARK

HON. TENO RONCALIO

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 2, 1966

Mr. RONCALIO. Mr. Speaker, an edi-~
torial from the Cheyenne, Wyo., Eagle
seems typical of many which I have
read recently. It states that it believes
“the vast majority of Americans under-
stand and support the President in his
policy of ‘prudent firmness under care-
ful control’ while pursuing a diplomati
search for an honorable peace.” :

The paper recognizes that “President
Johnson has left, is leaving no stone un-
turned in his efforts to move the Viet-
nam conflict from the battlefield to the
conference table. And he has made it
abundantly clear, over and over, that the
United States will not be pushed out of
Vietham by force of arms.”

The article to which I refer clarifies
some issues which concern us so urgently
at this time, and with the permission of
my colleagues I offer the editorial for the
RECORD:

GoALS UNDERSCORED

By now, everyone in this Nation, and most
of the leaders throughout the world, should
understand our goals and purposes in Viet-
nam, our reasons for being there, and our
determination to stay until aggression from
the north has stopped.

President Johnson has left, 1z leaving no
stone unturned in his efforts to move the
Vietnam conflict from the battlefield to the
conference table. And he has made it
abundantly clear, over and over, that the
United States will not be pushed out of Viet-
nam by force of arms.

In his state of the Unlon message, delivered
during the 37-day bombing lull, the Presi-
dent sald:

“We do not Intend to abandon Asla to con-
quest.”

He pointed out “our decislon to stand firm
has been matched by our desire for peace.”

And ho stated:

“Until peace comes, or if 1t does not come,
our course is clear. We will act as we must
to help protect the independence of the
vallant people of South Vietnam. We will
strive to limit conflict, for we wish neither
increased destruction nor Increased danger.

“But we will glve our fighting men what
they must have; every gun, every dollar, and
every declsion—whatever the cost and what-
ever the challenge.”

Wednesday, the President again under-
scored U.S. goals In southeast Asia, pledging
a continued military course of “prudent firm-
ness under careful control” while pursuing
e diplomatic gearch for an honorable peace.

‘“We will build freedom while we fight,” he
sald, “and we will seek peace every day by
every honorable means. But we will per-
severe along the high, hard road of freedom.”

He sald that, already, “the tide of the
battle has turned” against the Communists.
And he reminded North Vietnam his offer
of unconditional peace talks still stands.

e assured critics here at home that “there
Is not, and there will not be, a mindless
escalation.”

“We have threatened no one—and we will
not,” he sald. “We seek the end of no
regime—and will not.
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“Our purpose is solely to defend against
aggression, To any armed attack, we will
reply.”

“Men ask who has a right to rule in Viet-
nam., Our answer there is what is has been
here for 200 years; the people must have this
right—the South Vietnamese people—and no
one else. Washington will not impose upon
the people of South Vietham a government
not of their choice. Hanol shall not impose
upon the people of South Vietnam a govern-
ment not of their choice.”

Still with us, of course, are those who
would have us plunge forward in a “mind-
less escalation” of the war,

Some urge unlimited bombing, regardless
of what effect 1t might have upon world opin-
lon, and apparently without concern over the
question of whether it might bring China or
Russia into the war.

On the other hand, some would have us
turn our backs on our commitments—pull
out of southeast Asla and leave South Viet-
nam, and perhaps other countries, at the
mercy of the Communists. The utter folly of
this course should be obvious to all.

Fortunately, the man with the responsibil-
ity is the President of the United States.
The decisions are his, and he has the advice
and assistance -of the best experts available.

We belteve the vast majority of Americans
understand and support the President in his
policy of “prudent firmness under careful
control” while pursuing a diplomatic search
for an honorable peace.

Business Citizenship Competition by the
American Security Council

EXTENSION OF REMARKS
F

HON. EDWARD J. DERWINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 2, 1966

Mr. DERWINSKI., Mr., Speaker, be-
ginning today the American Security
Council, nationally and internationally
renowned for its sober analyses and proj-
ects regarding the cold war, is conduct-
ing a unique contest open to all Ameri-~
cans with respect to the role of business
of the cold war. Awards amounting to
$100,000 are being offered for the best
papers and articles on this vital subject.

There are many of us who have felt
that the United States had not cxploited
to the full its economic power in turning
the scales against the Red totalitarian
network in this incessant cold war. Also,
the actual and potential losses of con-
structive American investments abroad,
as for example in Cuba and Venezuela
respectively, have not been soberly as-
sessed by our dynamic entrepreneurs.

It is questionable, too, that private
enterprise with its tremendous genius for
technological revolution has been fully
appreciated as a formidable weapon for
freedom. In addition, the generally
neutralist attitude of American business
in the cold war'is another angle calling
for intensive analysis. These and many
other basic points are ideas deserving of
careful study, which this unique contest
provides the opportunity for.

For the benefit of all Americans, I in-
sert the release on “$100,000 for Best
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Ideas on the Role of Business in the Cold
Wwar"” in the Recorp. 1 also insert the
rules and entry form, so that this vital
information can be made available to all
americans concerned with the power of
free enterprise in the cause of expanded
{recdom:
OnE HUNDRED
1DEAS ON TR

Jorn WAR

[ eaGo.— A $100,000 business citizenship
competition Lo encourage [resh thinking on
Lhwe respensibiliiies of business in the cold
war was unnounced today by John M. Fisher,
president of the Atnerican Security Counbcil
{ ABC) .

The compelition will be conducted by the
ASC under & public service grant irom Lhe
Sehick Safety Razor Co.

Gasling the cold war a “psychological hot
war,” Pisher said that the purpose ol Lhe
rontest was Lo iind effective ways to use Lhe
ralents and resources of business in the
worldwide battle tor the minds ol men.

1Te said that Patrick J. Frawley, Jr., chair-
man of the board of the Schick Safety Razor
Co. made this grant because American busi-
ness has bhe greatest array ol sales, advor-
tsing, and public relations talents in Llhe
world, but these talents have not been ef-
fectively mobilized to merchandise freedom.

“as the advertising genius who merchan-
dised the paper-Mate pen and the Schick.
slainless sleel blade, Mr. Frawley is particu-
Jorly aware ol Lhis business gap,” Fisher said.
“goracone hod to take a first step in filling
ihis gap, so Sciick 1s granbing $100,000 in
swards to eacourage the competition.”

“1'he Lop bve individual awards are $25,000,
510,000, $7,000, $5,000, and $2,500. Grants
aaunl to these uwurds will be given by Schick
Lo eooperaiing organizations, colleges and
Ganiversities naumed by the award winners.
vhere will also be 1,000 medals given ag spe-
eind awards.

W brios are Lo be in bhe form of essays with
bhe winnluy popers o be published as the
uppendix ol "l'ne Business Gup in the Cold
wur,” the second in the ASU’s current series
of sindies on UPeace and Freedom througiy
Cold war Victory.”

‘The conbest will be judged by & committee
headed by Robert W. Galvin, chairmuut ol Lhe
Hoard of Motorola, Tnc.

Quoling the National Governcrs Conler-
rnee repori on cold war education, Fisher
id: “The American right Lo engage in pri-
3 enterprise, like the right of citizenship
itseil, is balanced by o responsibility to de-
fend and st gthen Ghe system which muakes
frec ehoerprise possible””

e called upon ail Americans to muake their

saczhis count ior freedom by advising the
Liless cotuunity how it can best meet
Linenship responsibilities.
{fine lur submissions Lo the competi-
Lo ks Decooper 31, 1966, All Americans are
srible Lo eilber exceplt uvinployees of the
ek Snioly Ragor Co. and the ASC.

b ner miormation and enlry forms may
e obbained by writing lo: Business Citi-
sonship  Comuoetition, c¢/o Awmerican  Secu-
vily Council, 123 N. Wacker Drive, Chicago,
1l

e

o usanND 1DoLLARS FOor BRST
HoOLE OF BUSINESS IN THE

Amerioan Security Couneil is o bi-
parlizon nei-ior-profit association with over
2,500 member institutions throughout the

od Siates. Its  membership includes
ess lirms of all types, newspapers, Lol
Jows, uutiversities and other institutions.
v i Lhe means through which its members
work together and cooperate with the gov-
eriment wnd with other organizations in the
[owerest ol nalional security.

s AND KNTRY FORM—$100,000 BUSINESS
TNSHIP COMPETITION

141 ¢ CLIOLOGICAL HOT WAR
wome call Lhe current conflict a cold war.
1L is also a psychological bol war, waged by
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communism to shape and (nfluence the ac-
tions of free men. The Communist takeover
of Cuba is a good. example of this kind of war.
Most Cubans and Americans were fooled by
the false picture of Castrc the liberator-—a
composite of Simon Bolivar and George
Washington. Not until Cubans nad lost
their freedcm was he revealed as » ool of
communism.

We understand, react to, and repe. attacks
by bullets snd bombs, but if we ar: 10 sur-
vive the psvchological and politica: warfare
of communizm, new and effective means
must be found to counter communisin’s chal-
ienge to freedom.

Our challenge is to find the most effective
way of recruiting and using the talents and
resources ¢f business in the global suttle for
men’s minds.,

PUSINESS RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE CONFLICT

Private eualerprise and all Amercans de-
pendent upon it for their livelihcod suffer
every time the free world gives ground to
cominutisri. With each Commul.ist gain,
be it in Cuba, the Far East, or Latin America,
the danger Lo the remaining free world in-
creases.

sountering communisim is the re ponsibil-
ity ol all sezments of society-—not .l govern-
ment atone.

No one inows this better than President
Johmson, wi.o recently said, “The ireat ma-
jority of our citizens, I believe, went to un-
derstand tine form and tashion of the chal-
lenge posed for us by communism.” To meet
thut need, the President said there is “not
only a proper role, but a real need 1or leader-
ship of business * * * in providing Americans
with * # * sound information on which they
can rely and from which they can rinke their
own decisions as to the rightness <r wrong-
ness of the paths we pursue in the wareh for
a perce wiich preserves onr freedcins.”

‘and in ;. formal report on cold v.ar eduen-
tion, the Covernors of our 50 States rerninded
bhusii s« that “the American right to en-
gage in free cnterprise, like the rizght of citi-
zenship itsell, is baluaced by a res;:onsibility
to defend and strengthen the sys'om which
muakes [ree enterprize pessible.”

USE OF WIEAS

The wining papers will be pu olished as
the appendix of “the Business Ciny
Cold War," the second in the An
curity Council’s seriss of studies on “Peace

and Freedom Through Cold Wuar Victory.”
The 128 colleges and universitics and 102
major orgaanizations which have cooperated

in this series of studies will be joined by new
cooperatiag instifutions. All cooperating in-
stitutions. will be eligible for grints to be
given in :he winners’ names.

THE AMERICAN SECURITY COT!NCIL

The American Security Councll 1s operated
for the improvement of business and public
understanding of the cnld war and how to
meel the Communist challenge.

Leaders of American business rreated the
council to provide n nonpolitical, nonprofit
vehicie turough which they could lay aside
competitive business and politicel consider-
ations to work together and with all seg-
ments of society in their commeon business
inlerest of securing themselves an:! the coun-
try against the clear Communis: threat.

in the 10 years since its cruation, the
American Security Courcil has:

1. Become the largest busine:s-operated
organiza.ion in the field of natiot:al security.

2. Brought together the large.t group of
opinionmaking organizations (10'%) and edu-
cational institutions (128) ever 1. ceoperate
in develc ping national strategy rcoommenda-
tions. 7'be resulting strategic siudies have
been nalionally acclaimed.

3. Bui't a major research center, which in-
cludes the largest private library o national
security and communism in this country.
I'nis center has handled over 150,100 research
agsignments from members, overnment
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agencies, congressional
newspapers.

4. Published the weekly American Security
Council Washington Report, which is widely
reprinted or quoted by newspapers, used as a
prime news source by international wire
services, quoted in editorials across the coun-
try, used as a basis for class considerstion of
current events in a number of institutions of
higher cducation, and served as the basis for
many speeches on the floor of both the House
and the Senate.

5. Produced the American Security Coun-
cil Washington Report of the Air, the bipar-
tisan world affairs radio program coedited
by Dr. Walter H. Judd, Republican, and Sen-
ator Tromas J. Dopp, Democrat, his pro-
gram is broadcast by more stations than any
other daily racio program in the United
States.

6. Consistently maintained an impartial
and nonpolitical program to identify and
disseminate facts concerning the threat of
communism to American democracy and to
initiate sound and effective responsecs in sup-
port of private enterprise and individual
frecdomns.

committees, and

OFFICIAL RULES

1. The business citizenship compclition is
open lo all persons in the United Siales, its
territories and possessions, except employces
of the Schick Safety Razor Co., the American
Security Council, and their families, aund
residents of areas where contests are prohib-
ited or taxed by State or local laws or
regulations.

2. The contest entry must be in the form
of an essay not less than 10 nor more than
20 single-spaced 8% -inch by 11-inch neafly
typewritten pages. The essay must include
s statement or definition of businerses’ cold
war citizenship responsibilities and tell how
2 business firm like Schick can use its talenis
and resources cffectively in the global battle
for men's minds.

Recommendations for corporate action
should be specific to the extent of identifying
communications media and corporate re-
source and personnel commitments neces-
sary for their completion. The rescmmen-
dations may cover a full range of of ions or
pe limited to one detailed program  or
activity.

3. The competition is open to any indi vid-
ual or group of individuals. Bach submis-
sion must be in the name of one individual
and accompanied by the official entry form.
The names of others participating in the sub-
mission should be listed in the space pro-
vided on the entry form.

4. Intries must be postmarked no later
than December 31, 1966, and received no later
than January 10, 1967. They must oe¢ muailed
to: Business Citizenship Competition, /o
the American Security Council, 123 North
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Il Authors of
award-winning submissions will be notitied
by mail on or before June 30, 1967,

5. Judging will be by a panel driwn from
the National Strategy Committee nnd officers
of the American Security Council. Deccisi
of the judges are final. All submission
come the property of the Schick Salely
Co. and the American Security Council
may be used by either or both in whabever
way they deem appropriate.

6. Each participant in the compae:ition may
designate an educational institution or nut-
for-profit organization which is cooperaling
in the American Security Councils study ol
“The Business in the Cold War,” ;
a contribution in his name egual to his
award if he iz one of the five top winncrs.

Cooperators will be welcomed from the
ranks of bonn fide colleges and universilies,
public or private, and {from among the many
nonproiit organizations whose interests -
clude some element of national sccurity.

J'o enroll as a cocperator in the current
study, qualified institutions and organizo-
tions are invited to complete and send in the
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(d) Steel fire screen bulkheads should be
provided with incombustible insulation to
provide adequate fire barriers.

(e) All exposed panellng in passageway
bulkheads that provide escape routes from
passenger and crew staterooms should be of
incombustible material.

(f) All stairwells should be trunked in with
incombustible paneling and fitted with fire
screen doors to enclose the area.

(g) All ventilation ducts that pass through
fire zone bulkheads should be provided with
automatic fused fire dampers.

(h) The sprinkler system should cover all
interlor combustible spaces accessible to
passengers and crew including spaces where
combustible material might be stowed.

(1) A -loudspeaker communication system
should be provided to all passenger and crew
areas.

(j) All emergency means of escape avail-
able, such as stateroom windows and port-
holes, should be kept in good operable condi-
tion.

(k) Vital communications systems such as
general alarm circuits, loudspeaker system,
ete., should be installed clear of high fire
hazard areas and/or insulated against early
damage.

(1) Pressure should be maintained on the
fire main system at all times.

(m) On all overnight voyages on vessels
equipped with berthing areas a fire and boat
drill, including muster of passengers, should
be held at starting or shortly thereafter.

(n) Consideration he given to the adequacy
of communication among officers, crew, and
passengers concerning matters pertaining to
safety of life at sea. '

5. That the Commandant, through the
U.S. representatives to IMCO, seek to revise
the construction standards of new passen-
ger vessels prescribed in the 1960 SOLAS to
require the maximum use of incombustible
material, as opposed to reliance on sprinklers
and detecting systems in conjunction with
partially combustible construction.

6. That the Commandant give considera~
tion to Implementing letters of commenda-
tlon to those vessels and personnel who per-
formed in the rescue operation in the high-
est tradition of the sea. 'This will be the
subject of separate correspondence from the
Board.

Louls M. THAYER,
Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard,
Chairman.
J.B. McCarTY,
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, Member,
WiLriam KESLER, Jr.,
Commander, U.S. Coast Guard, Member
and Recorder.

(Mr. TEAGUE of Texas (at the re-
quest of Mr, McGRrATH) was granted per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the REecorp and to include ex-
traneous matter.)

[Mr. TEAGUE of Texas’ remarks will
appear hereafter in the Appendix.]

(Mr. TEAGUE of Texas (at the re-
quest of Mr. McGRrATH) was granted per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorp and to include ex-
tranecus matter.)

[Mr. TEAGUERE of Texas’ remarks will
appear hereafter in the Appendix.l

(Mr. TEAGUE of Texas (at the re-
guest of Mr. McGRraTH) was granted per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorp and to include ex-
traneous maftter.)
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[Mr. TEAGUE of Texas’ remarks will
appear hereafter in the Appendix.]

(Mr. TEAGUE of Texas (at the request
of Mr. McGraTH) was granted permis-
sion to extend his remarks at this point
in the REcorp and to include extraneous
matter.)

[Mr. TEAGUE of Texas’' remarks will
appear hereafter in the Appendix.]

(Mr. TEAGUE of Texas (at the request
of Mr. McGraTH) was granted permis-
sion to extend his remarks at this point
in the Recorp and to include extraneous
matter.)

[Mr. TEAGUE of Texas’ remarks will
appear hereafter in the Appendix.]

(Mr. TEAGUE of Texas (at the request
of Mr. McGRrATH) was granted permis-
sion to extend his remarks at this point
in the REcorp and to include extraneous
matter.)

[Mr. TEAGUE of Texas’ remarks will
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on increasing U.S. military strength. The
first priority naturally was to avert military

disaster. Economic, medical, and educa-
‘tional programs had to take second place.
50 FAR

Now American armed strength has been in-
creased from 26,000 a year ago to more than
200,000 and more troops are going In all the
time. North Vietnam has been brought
under limited U.S. aerial attacks to show the
Hanoi regime that it will not enjoy a privi-
leged. sanctuary while engaging in the effort
to overthrow the Government in the south,
In the words of Defense Secretary Robert
McNamara, “we have stopped losing the war.”

While we are a long way from “winning”
the war——and the Communists spurn all bids
to talk peace—we are in a position to devote
vastly more time, men and money to the
reconstruction programs mnecesary for any
lasting success.

‘WIIY HO CHI MINH HAS THE EDGE

The necessity to bring about & rather dra-
matic improvement in the social, economic,
and political situation of the rural areas
under control of the Sailgon government is
particularly acute because the background of
the struggle in Vietnam since 1946.

President Ho Chi Minh of Communist
North Vietnam has a far greater influence
on the.peasants in South Vietnam than many
Americans realize. He was the “George

in 1954 after a long and bitter struggle

r i Appendix.
appear here_after in the Append ]\J./Nashington” who led them to independence

REFORMS HAILED

(Mr. HANSEN of Iowa (at the request
of Mr. McGraTH) was granted permis-
sion to extend his remarks at this point
in the Recorp and to include extraneous
matter.)

Mr. HANSEN of Iowa. Mr. Speaker,
President Johnson’s plan to intensify
political, social, and economic reforms,
with particular stress on rural recon-
struction in South Vietnam, is hailed in
a recent article appearing in the maga-
zine of Wall Streset.

The writer, John Scott, quite candidly
points out that there is good reason for
the President's insistence that major
emphasis now be placed on this effort.

The informative and frank article con-
cludes with the opinion:

President Johnson is moving cautiously
but firmly to apply more and more milltary
pressure in Vietnam. Now he is moving to
bring the reconstruction effort up to the
level of the war effort, 'This is a balanced
and sane approach to the problem which re-
jects the counsels of extremism at either end
of the spectrum.

Knowing that many will want to read
this frank and informative article from
start to finish, I suggest that it be pub-
lished in the RECORD:

THE ANSWER TO VICTORY IN VIETNAM
(By John Scott)

The most iImportant result of the Honolulu

Conference between President Johnson and
the leaders of South Vietnam was the strong
joint commitment to intenslfy political,
social, and economic reforms, with particular
stress on “rural reconstruction.”

There was good reason for the President’s
insistence that major emphasis now be placed
on this effort. The failure so far of United
states and South Vietnamese officlals to
achleve any significant improvement in the
lot of the peasants in most of the Govern-
ment-held areas is the Achilles heel of the
anti-Communist effort in Vietnam.,

A year ago, when the South Vietnamese
military effort appeared to be on the verge of
collapse, the major emphasis had to be placed

against the French. He still is revered by
many millions of peasants In the south who
haven’t the vaguest ldea what “communism”
is and don’t particularly care.

On their list of priorities, food and cloth-
ing, housing, and a bare education, are the
top ltems. Ideological considerations are
away down the list.

From their standpoint, there 1s 1little dif-
ference between the Saigon government and
the Vietcong. When ‘“Uncle Ho” %ells them
everything will be better if they support the
Vietcong in its effort to run the Americans.
out and destroy the Saigon government,
they are inclined to believe him,

THE COMMONSENSE ANSWER

The United States and the Saigon govern-
ment can overcome this problem only by
improving living conditions in Government-
held areas and areas reclaimed by the
Government dramatically enough to demon-
strate the advantages of life in non-Com-
munist territory. A successful program
along this line not only will erode peasant
support for the Vietcong but broaden sup-
port for the Saigon government and give it
a stability 1t has not been able to achieve
since the overthrow and murder of the late
President Ngo Dinh Diem.,

The task is not going to be easy. While
the Saigon government has dominion over
the majority of people in South Vietnam,
because It holds the big citles, it is in con-
trol of only one-fourth of the territory.

The Vietcong and their North Vietnamese
colleagues hold about one-fourth of the
area.

The remaining one-half of the land in
South Vietnam is a sort of “no-man’s land,”
penetrated by mllitary forces of both sides
but held by neither.

It is in this vast ‘“no-man's land” that
the Saigon government, with U.S. military
support, must hack out its gains and con-
solidate them by swift application of recon-
struction measures which will enlist
the wholehearted support of the Ilocal
Inhabitants.

CONSIDERATIONS THAT MOVED PRESIDENT
JOHNSON
It 1y clear then why President Johnson
felt it time to raise the reconstruction cam-
paign to a level of equal importance with
the military effort. The joint communigue
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issued in Honolulu spelled out “three par-
ticular points” in the reconstruction pro-
pram as being “essential for rapid progress’:

“1. Continued emphasis by both Vietna-
mese and allied forces on the effort to build
democracy in the rural areas—an eifort as
important as the military battle itself.

“2. Continued emphasis on the design of
rural reconstruction work to meet the peo-
rle’'s need for larger output, more efficient
production, improved credit, handicrafts
and light industry, and rural electrification.

“3. Concentration of resources—both Viet-
namese and American—in selected priority
arcas which are properly related to military
f:xiuns so that the work of rural reconstruc-
Lisn can be protected against disruption by
{he enemy.”

President Johnson returned from Hono-
lulu determined to see the reconstruction
program pushed effectively and his peace
ellorts continued along' with the military
campaign. He believes, according to his
aids, that:

ool
bomhbed.

Communist, China will not enter the war
if the United States continues present
policies.

Iliz policies are correct and his critics, both
on the left and right, offer mo practical
alternatives.

MOT YIELODING TO PRESSURES AND WHY

Th= President has been under consider-
able pressure from some military men and
some Congressmen to bomb the industrial
instailations in the area of the North Viet-
namese capital of Hanol and the port city
of Haiphong. However, he shows no sign
of giving in to this pressure.

He may well feel that destruction of these
c¢ities would not end Comununist resistance,
$hat it might bring Red China Into the
conflict.

Ile alsosmust recognize that the large civi-
lian casualties would weaken the U.S. stand
in the eyes of many of the nations now
inclined to sympathize with Washington.
*HE FRENCH HELD THE BIG CITIES, BUT LOST

"HE WAR

The French, who fafled to hold Indochina
with 500,000 men, frequently have pointed
out that they held Hanoi, Haiphong, Salgon,
and every other major city in North and
South Vietnam and Hos men still licked
whem.

and Haiphong should not be

IN SUM

Thus—while the French position in 1954
and that of the Americans today are not
analogous, there are enough points of refer-
once to make it doubtful that Ho and the
Vietcong can be defeated by bombing the
wig cibies in Lhe north.

President Johnson 1s moving cautiously
but lirmly to apply more and more military
pressure in Vietnam. Now he is moving to
»ring the reconstruction effort up to the
level of the war effort. This is a balanced
and sane approach to the problem which re-
jects the counsels of extremism at either
end of the spectrum.

If the strong words on social, economic,
and political reform in the Honolulu decla-
ration are followed by strong action along
those lines in Vietnam, the road ahead may
secolne considerably brighter.

(Mr. CONYERS (at the request of Mr.
McCiraTH) was granted permission to ex-
tend his remarks at this point in the Rec-
orp and to include extrancous matter.)

[Mr. CONYERS' remarks will appear
hercatter in the Appendix.]

e i TR X D a0

(Mr. CONYERS (at the request of Mr.
McCiraTH) was granted permission to ex-
tend his remarks at this point in the Rec-
orp and to include extrancous matter.)
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[Mr. CONYERS’ remarks will appear
hereafter in the Appendix.]

SCHOOL LUNCH AND SPECIAIL MILK
PROGRAMS

(Mr. KORNEGAY (at the request of
Mr. McGraTH) was granted permission
to extend his remarks at this point in the
REecorp ard to include extraneous mat-
ter.)

Mr. KORNEGAY. Mr. Speaker, the
President told the Congress in his mes-
sage this week on domestic health and
cducation that “a poor diet is a root
cause of disease.”” I wholehcartedly
agree.

I am also firmly of the opinion that
the roots of a healthy nation are in the
youth of America. President Johnson
said that it is hard to teach a hungry
child. I wholecheartedly agree.

We need to insure that the American
youth be healthy, that he be vibrant,
that he have the vitality he will need in
the complex and challenging years
ahead. We need to insure, as best we
can, that he get the proper nourishment
that his growing body and mind needs.

Vet, President Johnson’s new budget
calls for drastic reductions in the exist-
ing school lunch and special milk pro-
grams, Fe has submitted a proposed
Child Nutrition Act of 1966, which would
be a new effort directed at feeding the
needy. There is no doubt in my mind
that we must continue to help feed
hungry clildren who lack a proper diet.

However, it does not seem wise or even
logical to do away with a program which
has worked well since 1954. In the
special school milk program, we get
meore return for less expenditure than in
any Federal subsidy program with which
I am familiar.

Therefore, I am introducing & bill to-
day which will conrtinue this program
which. is now used in over 92,000 schools
throughout the country.

"The Child Nutrition Act of 1946 would
be directed only toward the needy child.
‘Who is to declare who the needy chil-
dren are? In my judgment, all children
need milk and it is fallacious to main-
tain that only the needy child would
benefit from a milk supplement.

The sch.ool milk program has worked
efficiently for a long time and at rela-
tively smell cost to the Government. I
would like to see it continued.

SMALIL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

(Mr. ALBERT (at the request of Mr.
MceGraTH: was granted permission to
extend his remarks at this point in
the Recorp and to include extraneous
matter.)

Mr. ALBERT. Mr. Speaker, at a press
conterenc> recently several colleagues on
the other side of the aisle expressed con-
cern about the status of the Small Busi-
ness Administration, alleging that the
agency had been neglecting the problems
of small business. These allegaiions are
inaccurate and I am most pleased to state
the facts and set the record straight.

Under President Johnson’s iuidance
and leadership the major programs of
the agency are operating at record levels.

employees.
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In terms of the agency’s lending pro-
grams, which is a true measure of the
effectiveness of the agency, I am pleased
to report the following facts:

During fiscal year 1960, for all its fi-
nancing programs the agency loaned a
little more than $171 million. In this
current fiscal year, the total lending level
will be about $718 million. Next year,
under President Johnson’s budget, that
total will be increased to $725 million,
more than four times what the agency
accomplished in 1960.

It is also interesting to compare these
figures on a program basis. Concern has
been expressed about the business loan
program. In 1960, the agency put out a
total of $144.3 million in regular business
loans. Last year they established a new
record of approximately $339 million.
This year, despite curtailment they ex-
pect to exceed that record, raising the
total amount to $354 million. Next year
under President Johnson’'s budget, the
program level for regular business loans
will be $428 million. Again, this is almost
four times what they were able to accom-
plish in 1960.

The comparisons carry through for
every SBA loan activity. Loans to State
and local development companies in
1960 totaled $4.6 million. This year
their volume will be almost nine times
that amount-—$40 million. Next year
under President Johnson’s budget for
SBA, they will increase that amount by
25 percent to $50 million.

In 1960, approximately $18.4 million
was loaned to small business investment
companies. This year, the amount will
be about $75 million and next year you
can expect a similar amount.

The amount. of funds allocated for dis-
aster lending depends, of course, on the
need. In 1960, the amount was slightly
in excess of $4 million. This year it will
be $220 million. While a comparison of
these amounts is not particularly use-
ful as such, the disaster loan program
being carried out in the agency today
does throw some light on the present
quality of leadership and efficiency of the
agency. Put very simply, since Hurri-
cane Betsy struck Florida, Mississippi,
and Louisiana in September of last year,
this agency in response to that and other
needs, made more disaster loans than
were made in the entire history of the
agency. This was accomplished at a
time when the agency’'s 68 field offices
were operating the business loan program
at record levels. In the Betsy disaster
area alone, they will make approximately
3,000 loans.

In 1965, they added a new program of
loans to improverished businessmen
which was incorporated in the Economic
Opportunity Act. That year they loaned
$2 million. This year they will increase
to approximately $25 million and next
year, under the new budget the amount
will double to $50 million.

If the size of SBA is any indication of
importance, then we find that under
President Johnscn’s budget, at a time
when budgets are very tight, the agency
will increase significantly to almost 5,000
This can be compared with
a little more than 2,000 in 1960. This
growth does not suggest plans to down-
grade or destroy the agency.
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sumer—who buys whaf he must—re-
gardless of price.

The cost of living index as currently
contrived by the Bureau of Labor Statis-
ties is faulty and misleading. It fails
t2 include the high cost of family inter-
est and increased contributions to re-
tirement and health programs. Statis-
tically, it leaves the individual family
with disposable income which does not
exist.

There are other ways to control credit
expansion which seem completely over-
looked by the Federal Reserve. The
Comptroller of the Currency and the
Federal insurance corporations have the
authority to increase the liquidity of
banks and savings and loans simply by
ordering an increase in the reserves.
Without raising interest rates one pen-
ny, the lending institutions would be
stirred into the purchase of Government
securities to bolster liquidity. This
would contribute to the stability of pub-
lic borrowing and reduce the rate at
which the Government itself could bor-
row—reducing in this way the cost of
servicing the public debt. Perhaps this
would call for a higher degree of patri-
otism than we have a right to expect
from our bankers. However, a reserve
increase policy should be completely
suitable to responsible lenders who
should see the long-term advantage to
national fiscal policies,

An increase in bank reserves would
dry up excess credit and continue to
make it available for priority purposes
at no greater costs.

The Federal Reserve policies on col-
lateral lending restrict credit to 30 per-
cent on securities listed on the major
exchanges. However, no such restric-
tion applies on over-the-counter issues
in which lending institutions can loan
without reservation and participate in
unregulated speculation.

Frankly, a full and continuous con-
gressional hearing is long overdue on
economic and fiscal policies. The war
on inflation demands our daily vigilance.
lance.

America has been built upon enter-
prise, prudence, and a national distaste
of usury.

FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD'S IN-
TEREST INCREASE MAY HAVE
TURNED PHANTOM INFLATION
INTO AN ECONOMIC MONSTER

(Mr. ANNUNZIO (at the request of
Mr. Vanik) was granted permission to
extend his remarks at this point in the
Recorp and to include extraneous mat-
ter.)

My, ANNUNZIO. Mr. Speaker, I wish
to wholeheartedly endorse the remarks

made by the gentleman from Texas [Mr.,

Parman] and the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr, VaNIK].

The actions taken by the Federal Re-
serve Board to stem a “phantom infla-
tion” may have actually produced an in-

flation where one did not exist. In the

area of home building the Increase in
the discount rate which was followed by
the rise in FHA mortgage interest
charges have succeeded only in ralsing
the cost of housing; and when the cost

of housing goes up, the cost of building
materials must go up, and so on around
the circle until prices on virtually every
service and product rise.

I sincerely hope that the Federal Re-
serve Board will not make the same mis-
take again, but I have an uneasy feeling
that the Board is planning to adopt an
even higher increase in the discount rate
and bank savings account rates in the
near future.

Mr. Speaker, I am not a lawyer, but
I will use a practice adopted by many
trial attorneys called arguing in the al-
ternative. Under this practice, the
lawyer contends that his client did not
punch the plaintiff in the nose, but if
his client did punch the plaintiff, then
it was only because the plaintiff struck
him first. By arguing in the alternative,
I will state that there is no inflation in
this country, but if there is an inflation,
it was caused by the Federal Reserve
Board’s hastily concocted interest rate
increase.

The United States, as we well know, is
sailing along in its period of peacetime
prosperity. For some unknown reason,
the Federal Reserve Board through its
economists, self-appointed prophets, and
ouija board operations have determined
that we are not in an era of prosperity,
but rather are in the midst of an infla-
tion and the only remedy they foresee to
cancel this period of prosperity is to
raise interest rates.

Recently, I was privileged to discuss -

interest rates and tightening of money
with the Governor of the Italian Central
Bank System, Gov. Guido Carli. In the
past several years Italy was faced with
what everyone, I am sure, will consider
a bona fide inflationary period. The
Italian Central Bank, following ‘estab-
lished Federal Reserve Board policy,
sought to solve the inflation by tighten-
ing money. I want every Member of this
Congress to know that Italy solved its
problem of inflation by tightening
money. No longer is there inflation in
Italy. The country—as a result of the
tight money policy—is now in the throes
of one of its worst depressions and Gov-
ernor Carli personally admitted to me
that—

We might have gone a little too far in our
tight money policies.

Mr. Speaker, the Federal Reserve
Board, by tightening credit, has taken
the tiger out of the tank and injected
it into the monetary system. It has
jerked the tail of the monetary tiger and
gained an instant response. But what
happens when the Federal Reserve Board
foces the task of stimulating the econ-
omy? No longer can they Jerk the tiger’s
tail. They must now push that same
tiger and, like the tiger, it is not easy to
push a recessionary monetary state bank
to a time of prosperity.

For several months the Small Business
Administration has been under fire for
its cutback lending policies, and I fail to
see an end to SBA’s problems unless the
Federal Reserve Board withdraws Its
rate increase. At the present time the
Small Business Administration cannot
make loans with an interest rate of more
than 5% percent. In addition, it must
make milllons of dollars worth of 3-per-
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cent disaster loans and many other mil-
lions of dollars worth of loans that bear
4. or 5-percent interest rates. In order
to make these loans, the agency must
reimburse the Treasury for the money
lent at an interest rate which is equal to
the current Government money market.
At the present time it costs the Govern-
ment nearly 5 percent to obtain funds.
If SBA is required to pay Treasury nearly
5 percent for its money and then turn
around and relend the money to disaster
victims and small business ownhers at
rates as low as 3 percent, then it does not
appear that the agency can go on indefi-
nitely making loans. This same situa-
tion applies to every governmental
agency or program which is engaged in
the lending business. The only way to
solve this situation is to reduce interest
rates in general and thereby lower the
cost which the Government has to pay
to obtain funds. In short, the less money
the Government has to pay in interest
on its funds, the more money that SBA
and other Government lending agencies
will have available. I urge every small
businessman to write and to protest to
the Pederal Reserve Board for increasing
the discount rate and together let us lay
the responsibility where it belongs—at
the feet of the Federal Reserve Board.
Mr. Speaker, I shall not go into the mo-
tives that were in the Federal Reserve
Board’s mind when it raised interest
rates but only hope that these. gentle-
men can justify this increase to them-
selves whken it turns a period of pro-
longed prosperity into a period of de-

press(i{)\.
\) VIETNAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
man from Ohio [Mr. AYREs] is recog-
nized for 60 minutes.

Mr. AYRES. Mr. Speaker, the voices
of ‘dissent have been heard throughout
the land. Many of these have impugned
our Armed Forces in Vietham—inferring
that they are oppressors or tools of im-
perialism.

While these voices have not been many
in number, they have been broadcast
loudly throughout the country. The
story of their so-called dissent has been
distributed to the press of the world and
has undoubtedly given great hope to our
enemy. I do not question that they have
also encouraged him to fight on with re-
newed vigor despite the efforts of our
Government to bring about a just settle-
ment of the conflict.

Some might come to the conclusion
that the morale of our fighting forces in
Vietnam would be destroyed by these
dissenting messages from their home
base. Never in past wars has the Ameri-
can fighting man lacked in support from
the home citizenry. While we can buf
agree that the right of the dissenter to be
heard is fair, we also believe that it is
about time that the voice of the assenter
has an equal opportunity to reach the
ears of the people. I know of no seg-
ment of our populace who can better
speak for the American people than the
rank and file of the servicemen who are
serving overseas.
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unmputed annuael inferest rafe on the pubdlic
debt, marketable issues, 1939-Dec. 1965

End of fiscal year or month: Total
15 1 U SO 2,526
. 492
L 413
. 225
1.822
725
. 718
LT3
. 871
. 942
. 001
. 958
. 981
2,051
. 207
. 043
. 079
. 427
. 707
2, 546
. 891
3.449
3. 063
3. 245
3.425
. 669
. 800

3. 890

Hource: Annual Report of the Secretary of
the Treasury, 1963, and Treasury Bulletin,
Wovember 1965.

Mr. Speaker, let me translate these
percentage increases in interest rates into
more meaningfull terms. Since 1952 the
people of this great Nation have paid
some $60 billion in excess interest costs.
‘I’his figure is based on the level of inter-
est rates existing in 1952, This amounts
o aimost 10 percent of the gross na-
tional product in 1965 and more than
ralf—more than 50 percent—of the esti-
mated Federal administrative budget for
fiscal 1965. Ineed not dwell on the many
vital programs these funds could be in-
vested in if they did not have to be paid
out in higher interest rates.

When the Martin regime took over in
1951, the Nation's taxpayers were paying
%6 billion in interest on the national debt.
‘Taday, 15 years later, this figure has sky-
rocketed to $13 billion. In each of the
past 3 years, Mr. Martin has raised the
discount rate on the wholesale cost of
money to the banks.

As a result, Mr. Speaker, there is abso-
lutely no hope that Mr. Martin will exer-
cize voluntary restraint. If we allow
tiim, Mr. Martin will lead us to total mon-
ctary disaster. And the great long si-
lence of the Congress leads Mr. Martin
in believe that he is free to follow this
reckless course.

Therefore, I am convinced that the
Congress in this session must set the
record straight. In the next few days,
{ plan to meet with our “unofficial steer-
ing committee to maintain the 4% -per-
cent interest rate.” As you know, this
enmmittee is composed of 87 Democratic
wembers of the Fouse. I plan to ask the
asmmittee to consider the introduction
of a resolution which would include these
noints among others:

t%vst. That the Federal Reserve Board
reseind its order of December 6 and re-
irirn the discount rate to 4 percent.

fecond. That the House of Represen-
tatives zo on record in support of the
44 -perecent maximum on long-term
Government securities.
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Mr. Speaker, it is no secret to anyone
in this Chamber that I am strongly in
favor of a complete overhaul of the Fed-
eral Reserve System so that it is more
responsive to the people and to the
clected representatives of the people. I
have intrcduced legislation to accom-
plish this I hope Congress will see fit to
act on this legislation soon.

However, today I address myself to the
need for an immediate and emergency
resolution setting forth the sense of the
Congress on the financial issues which
cannot wait. All of us know we are
facing the absolute necessity of providing
funds for massive military expenditures
in southeast Asia. This is a fact that
cannot escape us. Therefore, I feel it is
imperative that we take action now that
will assure that we can finance and carry
on this war without bankrupting the Na-
tion through skyrocketing interest rales.

We should strongly consider steps
which will allow the country to finance
the Vietnam expenditures on a formula
comparable to that used in World War
II, when interest rates on long-term
Government sceurities never did rise
above 2V, percent.

Let us not deceive ourselves. We are
at the crossroads. n one direction we
can let the big banks and their willing
ally the Federal Reserve Board stoke the
fires of rising interest rates in wartime
profiteering. Or we can take a more
rational and sounder position which will
hold interest rates down and give the
Johnson administration the ahility to fi-
nance the Vietnam conflict within
reasonable monetary limits and without
inflation.

We cannot dodge the issue. We can-
not dodge our responsibility. The coun-
try is watching and waiting.

Mr. ULLLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I wish to
join today with my good friend and coi-
league, the gentleman frora Texas. in
emphasizing the danger of contirued
high interest rates. I commend the
gentleman for his outstanding wori: in
bringing to the attention of the Amecri-
can people the folly of high interest poli-
cies and in citing the terribly high cost
that it imposes on our economy and on
cach of our citizens.

During the past 15 years, the national
debt has increased by 20 percent, but
during the same period the interest cost
on the debt has gone up 100 percent.
Comparable increases in the field of pri-
vate credit cost the American consumer
many billions of dollars each year.

Because of the imminent danger of
further increases and because of the need
for Congress to reassert its constitutional

‘authority in monetary matters, I intro-

duced a bill on March 1 which would
require the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System tc obtain con-
gressional confirmation for changes in
rates of discount. Under provisions of
the bill, the Board would retain the flexi-
bility to make changes, but without con-
gressional confirmation, they would re-
main in effect for only 90 days. Congress
would have the power to rescind the
Board’s action at any time during the
90-day period.

This degree of congressional control
must be asserted to assure that the na-
tional monetary policies of the Federal
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Reserve Board do not conflict with the
combined economic policies of the Con-
gress and the national administration.
Again, I want to congratulate the dis-
tinguished chairman of the Committee
on Banking and Currency and all of
those who have joined in this most vilal
effort to maintain stability in the Na-
tion’s banking and credit systems.

SPIRALING COSTS OF CREDIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
a previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Vanikl is rce-
ognized for 60 minutes.

(Mr. VANIK asked and was given pcr-
mission to revise and extend his rc-
marks.)

Mr. VANIK. Mr. Speaker, I want to
take this opportunity to commend the
distinguished chairman of the House
Banking and Currency Committee and
chairman of the Joint Committec on
Economic Report for directing the at-
tention of the Congress to the spiraling
costs of credit brought about by reccnt
Federal Reserve policies.

I cannot join those who reason that
an inflationary price spiral can be curbed
by raising the price of money borrowed
for enterprise or family life. Our pric-
ing experience since the unwarranted
rise in the discount rate last December
has not reduced a single price. On the
contrary, it has added considerably to
every item of purchase. For the aver-
age American who must rely upon credit,
the new house is drastically more cx-
pensive—and so is the automobile and
the refrigerator. The added interest
rate paid to those who lend money is
like a new excise tax on every item of
purchase—ordered to be paid by an
agency of the Federal Government to
private lending agencies. This exercise
of the power of the Federal Reserve con-
stitutes the worst form of “administered
pricing,” pricing upward for the lending
industry.

During the past 60 days, the cost of
living index continued more sharply in
its upward trend. It is not coinecidence
that the acceleration of trend during the
past 60 days over the previous 60-day
period appears to be just about equal to
the increase in the cost of credit—
decreed by Federal Reserve policies.

The method of calculating the cost of
living index fails to include the cost of
credit as a family commodity—and yet
in my district the cost of credit per fam-
ily ranges from 10 percent of family in-
come to as much as 35 percent of family
income. The action of the Federal Re-
serve on December 6 raising the dis-
count rate from 4 to 4.5 percent had the
effect of precipating at least a 12% per-
cent rise in the interest rate at all con-
sumer level—thereby driving low-
income, high-borrowing familics closer
to the poverty levels.

Business and industry can simply tack
on added interest rates as an additional
business expense, added to the higher
price. Through the multiplying effect
of price increases at the production,
wholesale, distribution, and retail levels,
the economic domino pressure eventu-
ally crashes down on the family con-
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Despite the terrors of guerrilla war-
fare, the penalties of tropical disease, the
lack of adequate supplies, the bombing of
his rest zones, the failure of total support
from home—our servicemen have carried
on in the tradition of heroism that has
marked our fizhting men in every con-
filct since we first took up arms in the
Revolutionary War.

The American serviceman’s morale
has also remained high through the ces-
sation of bombing of North Vietnam, He
knew full well that this cessation would
permit the enemy to bring larger forces
to oppose him and that greater casual-
ties would be forthcoming. In the re-
newal of thdt bombing, he has seen the
failure of the cessation plan and the
reglization that the road ahead is one
that could cost him his life.

Winston Chruchill said:

No one can guarantee success in war, but
only deserve it.

Most certainly by our actions in the
Vietnam situation, we are deserving of
success: Our motives are clear and hon-
est. At one time, we put trust in the
words of the Communist nations and
thus placed entire nations of people into
bondage. The Berlin wall remains to
this very day as a symbol of the impris-
onment of millions.

I have not chosen the dove nor the
hawk as my symbol in the great debate
that exists in the Congress. I have in-
stead remained firm in the support of
that bird which has ever symbolized &
just freedom for all—the American
eagle.

I do not disagree with the prineiple
of debate. I do say, however, that the
national interests of our Nation should
be ever paramount during such discus-
sions.

I pledge my entire support to our
Armed Forees in Vietham and that, of
course, includes the decisions of its Com-~
mander in Chief.

Just today, I attended the signing of
the new GI bill. The House Veterans’
Affairs Committee has always treated
such matters in a nonpartisan -manner,
T worked very closely with its most able
chairman, Representative OLiN TEAGUE,
in the preparation and passage of this
bill. As I stood in the White House and
watched the President sign this measure,
I could but feel that this was a further
demonstration to our men in Vietnam
that the overwhelming majority of this
Congress supported them,

Before the Christmas holidays, the
Akron Beacon Journal, with its usual
concern for the welfare of our service-
men, asked the parents of those serving
on foreign shores to send in their names
and addresses so that the readers of that
paper might be able to send them Christ~
mas cards. I do know that the Akron
populace responded en masse to this op-
portunity. My son, Frank, who is serv-
ing with the Navy in Asian waters has
told me that he received a large volume
of mail. I am certain that the other
men also received many well wishes
from the Akron Beacon Journal's
readers.

No.38——8

T also wrote a letter to each one of
these young men, from my district, who
were serving overseas. I wish to assure
them that I am appreciative of their ac-
tions and that the people of the United
states of America, with but few excep-
tions, are standing firmly in their
support.

I did not ask nor did I anticipate a
reply but I was most pleased to receive
a large volume of mail from them.

Mr. Speaker, earlier in my remarks, I
stated that no one could better speak
for the assentors than our servicemen
overseas. I shall read a number of the
letters that I have received from the men
who are serving on foreign soil. I would
have you note that without exception
they not only know what they are fight-
ing for but have no dissent with it.

Their letters have brought pride to my
heart and tears to my eyes. I do nob
include the letter that I have received
from my own son, Frank, who is serving
amongst them, but I assure you that he
agrees with every one of their state-
ments.

I hope that every Member, not only
of this House but of the other body, as
well, read their words. We can have no
greater authority than this, for our fu-
ture actions.

They ask for our support and prayers.

Can we deny them to them?
Some of the letters follow:
U.8.8. “SACRAMENTO,”
December 26, 1965,
WrLLiam H. AYRES,
14th District, Ohio,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C.

Drar Mr. Avres: I wish to thank you very
much for the letter that I have just recelved
from you. It meant a lot to me and to all
my shipmates,

Some of the men have recelved “antl-U.8,
intervention in Vietnam” letters from people
back home. They sound as if they don’t
know what is really happening, For this
reagon, your letter meant a lot to all of us,

I myself wish that all people everywhere
could live together in friendship with no fear
of each other. We, I know, are trylng to
make such a world by fighting communism
here in the Vietnam area.

Sir, when you asked if there was anything
that you could do for me, I thought of only
one thing. I was wondering if you, yourself,
would tell everyone in the United States the
whole truth on why we are over here fight-
ing; tell them we are here to help save the
whole world from communism. I do not
think that half the people of the United
States really know that thils 1s why we are
here.

From the news we get, 1t seems that they
are fighting among themselves over some-
thing that they do not really understand.

Thank you again for the letter. I want to
wish you a very Merry Christmas and wish
you many more in the years to come.

Your friend,
Bop WALKER.
Oul NuON, VIETNAM,
January 3, 1966.

Dear Mr. Avres: I want to thank you for
sending me that wonderful letter and taking
out the time to write to me.

Everything 18 golng along for me here in

Vietnam fairly well. Sometimes it is a little
rough, but it s an honor for me to be chosen

“ from Ohlo to serve in the Army.
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The only thing that I could ask of you is
to say some prayers so that we can win the
war over here.

T am 8 little late In wishing you a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year.

Sp.4c TaoMas J. SzUbLo,
151st Transportation Company.
DECEMBER 24, 1965.

Dear Mgr. Avres: I would like to start this
out-by saying how much I appreciate your
kind thoughts at Christmas.

FEvery man In America has to fulfill his
obligation to his country.

Men lke your son and myself fulfill this
by doing our part,

The Armed Forces today are ready to meet
any task the enemy or country calls for.
We will continue to stay ready to defend
until peace unites all countries and America
calls us home for good.

Merry Christmas and the best of New Years
to you and yours,

Sincerely,
Cpl. CaRL E, OsBURN 1II,
A Battery, 2/27th Artillery, 3d Armor
Division.
DeCEMBER 12, 1965.

DEear MR. Avres: I don’t know how to thank
you enough for your letter.

It proves to me that there are people who
will take time out from their daily schedules
to care about us.

It was a truly kind gesture which I sin-
cerely appreciate.

I have something for you. It speaks, T
belleve, for every man in uniform today and
I would appreclate your reading it and pass-
ing 1t on to the other House Members if you
believe it to be good enough.

Once again, thank you very sincerely for
your letter and I hope you and yours have a
very Merry Christmas and happy New Year.

. Pfc. MicHAEL K. JOHNSON,
Company A, 2d Battalion, 37th Armor.
DrCEMBER 12, 1965.
Hon., Wirrram H. AYRES,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C.

DEear ME. AYRES: Just a few lines to thank
you for your letter to one of our men. Be-
ing a GI during these troubled times, letters
such as yours does much for one'’s morale.,
Many people in the United States don’t
realize the situation we are faced with. Al~
though we are stationed In Europe, many
miles away from our counterparts in Viet-
nam, we realize the hardships and trouble
they suffer. I'm sure we speak for the many
men in uniform when we say thank you for
your kind support.

It's hard for us to understand the reason-
ing behind these peace loving Americans who
walked around supporting the very people
who are killing their sons and neighbors.
What must it take to bring these Individ-
uals around to thelr senses? Did our grand-
fathers and fathers go through the same
when they were called up to defend their
country?

Don't these people realize that basically
what the young men of today are fighting is
just the sons and grandsons of the past
oppressors. Sure their color and features
are different but thelr ideas are no different
than those of the Kalser, der Fuhrer, II
Duce and the Rising Sun. The young men
of today are fighting more than an enemy,
they are fighting for ideals and bellefs that
have been taught to them from youth, yet
thelr own teachers are now saying they are
wrong, that they should give up and return
home. What kind of home would they re-
turn to if they did this? What kind of
home would they have now if their fathers

_and grandfathers had just given up? To-

-
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day it’s the Constitution—what’s it going to
e tomorrow-—"The Communist manifesto?”

Fach day here in Europe units lose from
three to five men daily who have volunteered
for service in a forgotten war. Are these
youths warmongers or just men who believe
in America’s future? Some day these same
young men hope to raise families and I'm
sure they would much prefer to raise them
as they remembered it: TV, local dances,
stopping at the local hamburger shack for
a snack. ‘This brings a question to mind.
What if the one hundred and some odd Red
divisions rolled across the border that we are
protecting into the heart of Europe. What
would be America’s reaction, that we were
warmongers? Is there a difference? 'The
hammer and sickle has many faces and col-
ors (as was proven in Korea). We say there
will never be another Pearl Harbor; will
there be?

Sir. this letter all came about because you
were considerate enough to express your
appreciation in the form of a Christmas
greeting to one of our men. Along with this
soldier we, the men of this company, would
like to extend sincerest gratitude and ap-
preciation to you, alonhg with our wishes for
# very merry Christmas and a fruitful New
Year. Qur thanks, sincere thanks, to the
men in Vietnam, to you, and the many
Armericuns who have not forgotien their
heritage.

Hincerely yours,
THE MEN oF A COMPANY,
20 BATTALION, 37TH ARMOR.

FrGHTING SQUADRON 24,
{1.8.8. HaANCOCK,
ecember 29, 1965.

'rar Sir: I want to thank you for send-
ing me a Christmas greeting. I was really
surprised. I just don’t know what to say. I
almost feel honored to have gotten a letter
from you. It sure made me feel good to
know that you found time out of all your
work to send me 3 letter.

I know my Christmas wasn't the best a
man couid hope for in the way of being
home and all, but as far as proudness goes,
T don’t think I could have been any more
proud than I was Christmas Day. It really
lelt good to know that I was a part of a
team working to conserve freedom and peace
for all. I think that my being here is the
best Christmas present I could give. I only
hope and pray that this war is over soon,
so that we all here and in Vietnam can come
home to our loved ones safe and sound.

I am on the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Han-
cock somewhere close to Vietnam. It is hot
and we have been working 12- to 18-hour
days, 7 days a week, We have been here 2
weeks and we still have 4 to go.

Ti’s not really bad. I guess it's just being
out here in the middle of nowhere for days
on end that bug you. But I guess 1t’s better
than what those poor guys are going through
in Vietham itself. Compared to them, I
guess we have it pretty soft. I only pray
that we do not lose many more men.

I will close here. Thanks again for every-
thing and I pray that your son will come
hack sa¥e and sound. As for things here,
they are fine and if ever X need your help,
1l be sure to let you know. Thanks. May
God bless and guide you in everything you
o,

Yincerely yours,
CryYnpE C. GRERN, Jr.
Kon Tuw,
January 8, 1966.

Dran Me. Wirniam H. Avres: I would like
to thank you for sending me & very nice let-
ter wishing me season’s greetings. It means
a lot to a soldier to know that he isn’t for-
gotten when he is away from his family and
loved ones.
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It s wonderful to know what we service-
men in Vietham are doing fcr our country.
But we wonder If we have the backing of our
fellow citizens who are sitting in their homes,
relaxed and happy with their holiday, where
they are free. We hear on the radio and read
In the Stars and Stripes whal a few of our
fellow citizens think of what we are doing
hetre.

It is the prerogative of every citizen to
protect his rights, but when we receive word
of demonstrations against our being here,
and of donations to the north, we begin to
wondzar whose country we are really trying
to protect. But there are fcw people who
don’t realize or appreciate what the Ameri-
can serviceman is trying to do over here to
try and keep our country free.

I always remember what the Iate President
Kennedy (God rest hils soul) said, “Ask not
what your country can do for you. but what
you can do for your country.”

I hope your son will come back home with
his fumily and loved onhes, sife and sound.
I hope, too, that your family hiad a very nice
and cheerful holiday. Well, I have taken up
enough of your time, so I will ¢lose.

God be with you.

Respectfully yours,
GLEN~ E. FISHEL.
Jam:iaryY 4, 1966,

DEsr Mr. Avres: Thank you very much for
your Christmas card. It came to me with
over 26 other cards from pecule whom I do
not know.

Aller reading about the denionstrations in
the United States, I was very surprised and
happy to receive all the cards that I did.

My faith in the American people has al-
ways been great, and this has made me feel
even better to hear from so many fellow
Amer.cans.

Thenk you again,

Spéc. JoHN F.. AYERS,
19th Ord Det (ED).
HEADQUARTERS BATTALION, 3D Ma-
RINE DIVISION, 1ST PLATOON MILI-
TARY PoLICE COMPANY,
December 23, 1965.

Desn Mr. Avres: I want to thank you for
taking tirne out of your busy schedule to
write me. I really appreciate vour thought-
fulness. I must say I certainly was surprised
to hear from you, but it was « pleasant sur-
prise for me.

I am proud to personally be able to serve
my country in this way. There are so many
over nere fighting to keep freedom in our
land and also to help those who want to have
the same privileges that we do. These are
people who give their lives each day to keep
this frecdom that we have been guaranteed
by our Constitution.

We of the United States have so much to
be thenkful for during this Christmas season.

Once again I want to thank you for your
letter and I want to wish you and your family
a merry Ciristmas and a happy New Year.

Cpl. WirLiaMm F. SNYDER,
A menrber of the Armed Forces in Vietnam.

Deanr Sir: I recelved your wunderful letter
today and I must say I was really surprised
to hear from you. First of all, 1 wish to thank
you for your great concern over me, as well
as the many others from Ohio who are here.
T know you are a very busy nan and your
time is limited, as well as mine, so I wish to
take this spare moment I have to thank a
very great man and a great ieader of our
Nation, as well as Ohio. Thank you.

T feel it's a pleasure serving the United
States here in Vietnam so that other there
might live in peace and enjoy their holiday
seasons arnd worship our Lord as often as
possible wherever they may be. I am proud
serving my country and X will do all I can in
the years to come for world peace.

Marclh 3, 1966

I just hope and pray that my wife, Nancy
and baby, yet to arrive, will always be safe
and free from danger, as well as everyone else.
I love my country, State, and family and
will do anything for our freedom. Thank vou
once again. God bless you.

Sincerely,
A2c¢. LARRY L. CARTER.
6250 Air Police Squadron.

USS8. “ArnoLd J. ISpRLL.”

Dear MRr. AvrEs: I would, at this time,
like to thank you for the season’s greetings,
which you so thoughtfully extended to my-
self and, I presume, to many other service-
men here in Vietnam.

Although I miss not being home for Christ-
mas, I consider myself lucky to be having a
turkey dinner on Christmas Day. It is some-
thing I'm sure many of the mariners won't
get. It doesn’t seem like Christmas here at
all because of the absence of cald and snow.
The only thing I really miss about Christ-
mas is the people.

Once again thank you, best wishes for a
merry Christmas for you and your family;
and may the people of Ohio continue 1o sup-
port you in your effort to maintain frecdom
in our country and peace throughoul the
world.

Respectfully,
RAYMOND MICHAEL ECKARD, SA
DECEMRER 27, 1965.

Dear Sir: I would like to thank you for
your wishes, and also for taking time to do
so. I know that you are & very busy person
and I thought it was wonderful io hear
from you. I have never received such a nice
letter, especially from someone who really
understands what we go through and the
reason why.

We have a wonderful country and it's worth
giving up 2 years of my life. That’s a
small price when so many men have given
their lives. I'm here in Germany now. 'This
is my first time away from home. I've seen
enough of this country and how the people
live to really make me realize how lucky I
am to be an American. We have a wonder-
ful country.

I hope very much that your son returns
home safely from Vietnam. II I ever need
any help, I will let you know. I would like
to wish you a very happy New Year. Thank
you again for your Kkind thoughts.

Sincerely,
Pvt. LAWRENCE D. GOMMELL.
Headquarters, Battery 4th Armored
Division.

Dear Mr. AYRES: Thank you very much
for your wonderful letter. I've shared it
with others that they may appreciate it,
also.

I can’t tell you how proud we've all been
at the wonderful cards and letters we've got-
ten.

I'm forwarding your letter, with some of
the others to my wife and family so they may
also share these warm greetings at this fes-
tive season.,

What is heartwarming are some of the
letters of children. If only all adults could
share their wisdom and knowledge.

Thank you again. Wishing the merriest
of Christmas seasons to you and yours and
a very fine New Year.

Very sincerely yours.
Sgt. RICHARD B, Bam,
Mass-—2, MWNG—I1, 1st Maw, I1I MAF.

CompaNY C, 1ST SFG (ABN) .

DEAR Mn. AYRES: Just a4 note to express
my deep appreciation for your thoughtful-
ness at this time of the year.

I am a member of the 1lst Special IForces
Group (ABN) and very proud to be wearing
the coveted Cireen Beret. I have received
over 100 cards and letters from loyal Ohio
citizens expressing thelr encouragement
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and support. I've never once doubted the
integrity our people are capable of demon-
strating when the chips are down.

I have watched your career since your
initial election and I am very proud to state
that I have never missed voilng for you. I
met you once back in 1953 when I was &
student of Akron University, and have al-
ways been grateful for the assistance you
rendered to my father by speeding up the
arrival of his new wife from Italy. I've al-
ways wanted to correspond with you, but
have hesitated due to my military status.
I belleve it i1s “healthy” and beneflclal to
keep 1n touch with our elected officlals. I
hope some day I will be able to meet you
again—I would consider it an honor.

I am proud of my career soldler status and
enjoy the honor of helping to defend the
American way of life.

Sincerely,
JiM ASENTE,
Major Infantry.
. VIETNAM,
December 15, 1965.

DeaR CONGRESSMAN AvmEs: I am 8pbe.
Norman F. Goble, I recelved a very nice let-
ter from you yesterday. I didn’t think I
was even known, But I see now at least
my State is behind me, and I am very proud
to be serving my country. My only thoughts
now are returning home to my family in one
piece. And I pray the good Lord for that.

And Congressman, I wish you and your
family a very merry Xmes and a happy New
Year and for the years to come, Very pros-
perous years.

Thank you very much for your concern
about me, I just hope my being here will
help end this endless war.

And God bless you Congressman—you and
your relations—for the years to come.

Yours truly,
NorMmaN F. GOBLE,
————
) JaNUARY T, 1966,

Drar Sm: May I take this opportunity to
thank you for the letter that I recelved from
you over the holidays. I hope that you for-
give me for taking so iong to send this
note of thanks.

I cannot explain how glad I was to find
out that you had taken time out of your
busy schedule to send a cheering note o
me over the holidays. It was especially good.
to And that the majority of the U.S. clti-
zens are behind the American serviceman,
as I recelved several other notes and cards.

Thanks again for the wonderful letter.

Alc. KENNETH W. BOLEY,
6910 Scty. Wing.

Dear Smr: I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank you for your most ap-
preclative letter. I realize that you are a
very busy man, so I won't keep you from
your work any longer.

All T wanted to say is thanks for thinking
of me during the Christmas holidays. As
you sald, you were In the service at one
tme and you know how lonely & man can get
during this time of year, so again I thenk

ou.

T will remember you at the polls and In
my prayers.

Sp4c. Davip P. BECHER,
Headquarters WSASAPAC,

Dear Mr. AvrES: I would like to thank you
for your letter to me sending season's greet-
ings.

Although my thoughts are of my family
at this time, I still think of the people who
have sent thelr greetings to me and other
servicemen wishing us well in everything we
do. I would like to say that they are mot
forgotten in our hearts and knowing they
are behind us enables us to do an even better
job.
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Although you are my Congressmen, you are
people, and I would like to send my sincere
thanks for your formal letter and greeting.
You are helping me enough by knowing
you are behind me.

Thank you,

Your serviceman,
Cpl. MicHAEL M. ROWE,

1st Battalion, 7th Marines, B Co. No. 13.

P.S—May I wish you and your family &
very “Merry Christmas and New Year's holi~
day.”” May you have many, many more. May
God bless and keep you.

SaN FRANCISCO,
December 25, 1965.
Hon. WittiaM H. AYRES, ’
14ih District, Ohio, Congress of the United
States, House of Representatives, Wash~
ington, D.C.

Drar Sir: I would like to take this op-
portunity to express my profound apprecla-
tion and gratitude to you for your Christmas
message of December 20, 1065. Such an
acknowledgement of one’s efforts hes a
tremendous reinforeing effect, especially at
Christmas time.

I noted that the envelope was postmarked
in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohlo, which is where I
was born and ralsed, so the letter seems to
carry a speclal significance to me. With your
permission, I am sending your letter on to
my wife and children in Dayton, Ohio.

May I also extend belated season’s greet-
ings to you and yours, with the fervent wish
that some day we may all enjoy the holidays
in peace and prosperity.

' Sincerely,
Pavcl T, KEMMERLING, JI.

DeCcEMBER 22, 1965.

Hown. Mr. Avrss: I would like to take this
time to thank you for the fine letter you
sent me. It was welcomed with my deepest
appreciation.

I am proud to be an American soldier
for I know it is part of my duty to help
maintain freedom for my country and all
of my people.

May God bless you for your efforts to see
that the American servicemen are belng
treated fairly.

To you, Mr. Avres, I wish you a happy
Christmas and also wish for your continued
fine work in the coming year.

Sincerely,
- Pfe, TaoMas E. CRANGLE,
529th M.P. Company.

DraR HONORABLE AND Mgs. A¥YRES: This 1s-

in regerds to your letter I recelved on the
24th of December.

T would like to thank you and your family
for the real nice letter and special thoughts
and message you sent to me.

I am hoping and praying that your son
arrives home safely from the Vietnam area.
I know how much he was missed at your
table on Christmas.

With persons like yourself and Mrs, Ayres
and the wonderful country we have, 1t isn't
much of a hardship for myself to be away. It
1s well worth 1t when you personally know
what the outcome could mean if there wasn't
anyone to defend and fight for what we love
and believe in.

I would like to wish you and your famnlly
a wonderful and Joyous New Year.

Again, thank you sincérely for your wel-
come letter. May God bring your son home
safely. Best wishes, health, and happiness.

Sincerely,
Sgt. RoBERT F'. MCCRACKEN,
Co. B, 76th Engineer Battalion
(Construction).
DECEMBER 26, 1965.

Dear SIr: I apprectated your sending me &
letter of season’s greetings. In a way over
here, it sure lsn’t llke Christmas, but we are
trylng to get the Chrlstmas spirit.

4665

Oh, yes, we all went down to see the Bob’
IHope show. It was really great. They had a
1ot of talent there and 1t was good to see real
American girls,. It built up morale a lob
around here,

Oh, yes, before I forget, I am a little too
late to wish you a merry Christmas, so I am
wishing you a happy New Year. Weil, 1
guess that's all for now.

See you in April.

Your friend,

Pfc. LAWRENCE B, SKIBISKI,
Co.C 2/503 Infantry 173 Airborne. -

Dear Si: I could never express in words,
the warm feeling I got from your letter.
Thank you for taking time out of your busy
life to send a letter. You are truly a good
man.

T would Hke to wish you the very best of
the holiday season. We are all proud to serve
when we have people such as you backing us
up. We are proud of our Government and
the United States.

Thanks for being so kind.

Your friend,
Pfc. Jack C. McCLINE,
69th M.P, Detachment, USAGOK.
DrcEMBER 27, 1965.

Drar. CONGRESSMAN AYRES: I appreclate
your holiday greetings.

I, myself, never had any doubts concerning
the American people backing us here in Viet-
nam. In fact, I feel the whole issue is blown
up and quite ridiculous.

Sincerely,
Spc.4 RoOBERT E. PREUSSE, Jr.,
Company B, Spt. Bn. 1st Brigade,
101st Airborne Division.

. DECEMBER 27, 1965.

Drar CONGRESSMAN AYRES: Recelved your
1etter today, and would like to thank you for
writing.

It 1s very encouraging and gratifying to
hear from the people back home to let us
know they are with us in thought and pray-
ers. .

This 1s my third overseas assignment and I,
for one, am honored to have an active part in
our fight for peace.

1 really enjoy overseas duty and hope to go
to Germany when I am reassigned in 1067.
But 1t is too soon to think about that yet.

Thank you again for your letter.

Yours truly,
S. 8gt. ToM MOYER,
883d Medical Group, CMR Box 339.

U.S.8. “BELMONT” AGTR-4,
December 25, 1965.
Mr, Wirriam H. AYRES,
Congress of the United States, House of Rep-
resentatives, Washingtion, D.C.

Drar Mz. AYRES: Thank you very much for
your holiday greetings. It may sound funny,
but I am very proud to have received such a
letter from you. ’

Yes, indeed, sir, my feelings are very much
mixed up in many instances. Thils 1s my
first Christmas away from home, and as you
know, it is not the Christmas I formerly
knew.

I consider myself a very lucky fellow, Mr.
AYRES. As you told me, your son is serving
in the Vietnam area. And doing such is a re-
sponsibllity to which every serviceman of the
United Statéy 1s a part in one way or another.
And T know you are very proud of him for
his contribution as such.

And thank you for your willingness to
help me, sir. But I think with the help of
God and the situations and surroundings
that I will encounter while in the Navy, I
will be able to cope with any problem that
might come up.

Again sir, thank you for your interest in
myself and my situation, .

Very sincerely yours,
HaroLD VicToR HoaGLAND, SN.
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1st Drvision, U.8.8. Duncan DDR 874,
December 28, 1965.

Drar CONGRESSMAN AvYRrES: I received your
letter today and must say, I was really sur-
prised. It's not every day I get a letter from
a Congressman,

I reccived seven other letters from people
I didn’t know personally and I must say,
yours and their letters made my Christmas
complete. Yours personally made me feel
really proud of myself for being in the U.S.
Navy.

I get out December 8, 1966, and will defi-
nitely be home for next Christmas. This was
the third Christmas in a row I missed.

How is your son coming along? Fine, I
hope. How long has he been in now?

We just came from Vietham. We are now
at Chow-Chong, and are leaving for the
Philippines on January 1. We will be there
a few days and we will be pulling out again.
I can’t tell you where. It's against regula-
tions.

50, how was your Christmas and New
Year's? Fine, I hope. I do wish T could
have the pleasure of meeting you personally.

Well, Brrrn, or should I say Congressman
Avres? As I said before, T never got a letter
lrom a Congressman before. Again, T thank
you for your letter. May God be with you
and your family in whatever you do.

Sineerely yours,
FRrANK DANTEL DrIAGO.

P.3—When I get out, I will vote for you.

Drar CONGRESSMAN AYREs: Your Christmas
arecting was appreciated very much and even
more so to a soldier in war-torn Vietnam.

Mine was posted on the bulletin board and
aven drew a favorable comment from the base
sommander.

Thank you.

. S. HOCRKNEY,
Airman, First Class. U.S. Air Force.

DrcrMBER 30, 1965.
Drar Mr. AYRES: T am a serviceman in Viet-
nam. I have been here for 6 months. T am
20 years old and I live in North Canton, Ohio.
I wish to express my deepest appreciation
for the letter which I received from you bear-
ing season’s greetings. Thank you and all
1y lellow Americans who are in support of
s over here.
I am sure you will continue to do the fine
job you have done through the years.
Good luck.
Sincerely,
Sp4c. L.ARRY Bvans,
Company C, 1st Baitalion (ABN), 327th
Infaniry, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne
Division.

Pucemser 23, 1965.
Hon. Wnrram H, AVRES.
Fourteenth District of Qhio,
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio.

DearR CONGRESSMAN AYRES: I am in receipt
of your letter dated December 20, 1965, and
am most proid anhd honored to receive a let-
ter from one who undersitands the position
ol our American servicemen.

We of the UI.S. Armed Forces in Europe, are
privileged to serve in peaceful surroundings
but still special thoughts and prayers go to
Individuals, as your son, who are doing more
than their part for the defense of the free
world.

T wish you and your family a merry Christ-
mas, 2 happy holiday season, and the best of
everything throughout the coming year.

Again, thank you so much for the most
appreciated letter.

Sincerely yours,
Hpdce. JiMmMyY R. Moorg,
248t Transportation Company.

U.8.8. Austin LPD-4.
Dear Sir: I would like to thank you for the
wonderful letter that you sent. It makes me
very proud to be in the service of our great
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country and have people who really know
what we go through here and throughout the
world backing us up. It really makes me feel
good and proud to serve. I feel this way de-
spite those people my age and older who
make monkeys out of themselves in front of
the world about semething they know noth-
ing about except from the papers.

T hope you and your fine family had a very
merry Christmas and a happy Mew Year.

Thank you again for the letter.

Sincerely,
FauL L. Pa.MATIER, FN,
DwCEM 1ER 24, 1965.

Dean Mr. Ayrrs: Many thinks for your
letter. T can honestly say that it was the
most surprising of all the lettors I have re-
ceived. Most people feel that the only time
they would ever get @ letter from their Con-
gressman is if they write first. But I think I
have the distinction of receiving one from
my Reoresentative first.

T only hope that you will excuse any mis-
takes swhich you may find, but I had a rather
hectic day as my first day working alone as
desk sergeant. Also, it is Christmas Eve and
I am sitting here thinking «f Akron and
everyone back home.

I hope you had & very Merry Christmas
and wish to again thank you for the time you
taok ta wrine.

God bless you and keep you.

Sp4c. Pavr D. McGLOTHLIN,
Company ¢ 504 MP Battalion (4).
DecEm kR 24, 1965.

Dear Mr. AvREs: Ii was very thoughtful
for one 50 busy as yourself to take time to
write to me. I voted for you, sir, the first
time T ever voted, and your kin: gesture has
assured you of that vote again if you need
it in another election. I am pleased with my
choice. I am the only man on my ship who
received a personal letter from his Congress-
man.

I am very interested in the fictd of govern-
ment 0s my vocation. I plan to return to
college after my hitch in the Navy, and
major ‘n political science, with a position in
the government as my goal. I have been
watching with considerable interest the
States (such as Oregon) that are planning
educational subsidies for Vietnam veterans.
I will be greatly interested in such a pro-
gram in Ohio, or even on a national level.

T am sure you, as a member of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Cornmittee, are just as inter-
ested as I In these programs.

T first saw you when you spoke at our
DeMolay chapter and I must say that I really
Tespect your meet-the-people personal ap-
proach to politics. It is refreshing in this
age of hard-sell politics.

Keep up your geod work.

Your loyal supporter,
Donawp F.HALE IT,
U.§.5.“Preston” (DD 795) QI Division.
VIETINAM,
Decembr 17, 1965.

DEAR Sir: I have received your letter today
and I surely appreciated the time you took
from your work to write me.

I was very glad to hear from you and I
thank you in more ways than ons.

May you have a merry Chrisimas and a
happy New Year.

I am proud that I'm here in tlie defense of
my country, with the knowledg: that by so
doing, we will always remain free

May God bless and keep yo1 and your
farnily through the coming year.

Yours truly,
Pfc. RICHARD L. WALTERS,
59th QM (FM Company.
DrCcEMEYR 16, 1965.

DEAR Mu. AYRES: I just want to drop you a

short note in appreciation of your letter. I

March 3, 1966

was certainly surprised to receive it and am
grateful for your interest in us here.

I am stationed at Camp Holloway, Pleiku,
Vietnam, and have been here for 6 months al-
ready. Since I put in for a 6-month exten-
sion of my tour, I have another year to go.
There is one advantage to the great amount
of work here; that being, in addition to
learning more about electronics, time goes
by much faster. My job is aviation elec-
tronics equipment repair, which I consider a
very interesting job. I plan on going into the
electronics field when I gel, out of the service.
As yet I'm not certain what field in elec-
tronies I would like the best. Maybe you
could give me a suggestion.

Once again, I want to thank you for your
letter and I also wish you and your family
a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

Respectiully yours,
ALVIN KELM,
2034d Signal Detachmenid,

KUNSAN AIRBASE, KOREA.
December 18, 1965,

Dear MR. Avres: It is with pleasure and
pride that I pay my compliments to you and
those in back of you. My mail has shown
the same foresight as you, yourself, have
expressed. To know that people just like
myself (even though civilians who really will
never understand war, etc.) keep the home
fires burning is a heartening thing.

Having a son in the service keeps you in-
formed of the events. I've no official com-
plaint to date—just a lttle homesick like
the rest, though I have a good outlook-—only
about 83 